
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Marriage as an analogy 

We’ve seen Paul use Old Testament characters to make his point such as 

Abraham in Romans 4 and Adam in Romans 5. He also used some analogies; 

in Romans 6 he uses slavery as an analogy. Now, at the beginning of Romans 

7, he uses marriage.  

We are bound to the law as long as it is alive; we pursue righteousness 

through the law. Just as the wife is bound to her husband as long as he is 

alive. This bondage does not bear fruit for God as we are unable in our own 

strength to fulfil the requirements of the law. 

We do not wait for the law to die but rather, we die to the law in order that 

we may now “belong to another”. Now that we belong to another, we no 

longer strive to attain righteousness by the fulfilment of law in any way, 

shape or form. Our righteousness comes through faith in Jesus Christ. As a 



 

wonderful passage in 2 Corinthians 5:21 say “God made him who had no sin 

to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.” 

We are not involved in this processes any way shape or form. 

Struggle with sin 

Paul was now a mature Christian, years after having the encounter with Jesus 

on the road to Damascus. In Romans 7, he admits that even he has a struggle 

within him and often loses the battle, not doing what he really wants to do 

but falling to “another law at work” in him 

(v 23). 

This passage comes as a great relief to us 

all as we fight the gruesome battle, not 

against the devil or the world, though 

either of these could have some influence 

over us. The two opposing forces are you 

(your sinful nature v 25) and you (your 

mind v 25). It can be very frustrating when 

you do something you don’t want to do. 

God’s deliverance 

From the beginning of Romans until now, Paul has proved that there is no 

way of improving ourselves and justifying ourselves before God through our 

own strength. We cannot deliver ourselves from our internal struggle. In 

Romans 8 we can live according to the spirit and be set free from sin.  

In conclusion 

 We have died to the law, we now belong to Jesus 

 We are at war within ourselves 

 We look to God to deliver us 


